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During the year, we welcomed new Trustees to the Board; we've also
seen significant changes in our senior management team. We are still
coming to terms with the untimely passing of our friend and colleague,
Davy Cooper.

Despite the challenges, we are pleased to report a slightly improved
financial position. As always, we are hugely grateful to our funders and
we also extend our warmest thanks to our staff, Trustees, volunteers,

customers and the community; all of their support is invaluable. e
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2020/21 - Our year in numbers

120

new volunteers
submitted records to
us for inclusion in the
Shetland Biological
Records Centre
bringing our total
number of recording

volunteers to
1,898

We added

17,157

new records to the Shetland
Biological Records Centre

We uplifted and
depolluted

138 Tom®

end of life vehicles. We had to
halt collections for a period due to
the pandemic so this is 58% lower
than the previous year
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photos to our
online photo
archive

records to the
Shetland Documents
online catalogue

We moved much of
our activity online and
published

112

blogs

on Shetland's
natural and cultural
heritage and we
produced and shared

23 videos

Boat Week, Nature Festival, Wool
Week and Da Voar Redd Up were all
cancelled due to Covid 19. Shetland
Wool Week went virtual in 2020 with
our videos viewed online

78,109

times during the event
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Due to the global pandemic we had to close all of
our sites for a prolonged period, we reopened
Shetland Museum and Archives and

Sumburgh Head for a limited period with
restricted visitor numbers. Old Scatness Broch and
the Crofthouse Museum remained closed.

Overall our visitor numbers were
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lower than in the
previous year.

o« 32,000 Kwh .
©

of energy was %enerated by our wind turbine

and solar pane

s, equivalent to a saving of

2 2 - 7 to n n es in carbon emissions

We secured funding of

£350,000

towards 3 peatland
restoration projects
delivered by local contractors
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Peatland
ACTION

Moving our meetings
online saved an
estimated

179
tonnes

—

in carbon emissions

It

We undertook 2

online staff surveys and
established a staff
working group to guide us
in our approach to Covid-
19 adaptations and their
implementation

We recorded a
small financial
surplus* for the
second year in a
row.

We secured over

£167,000

in Covid-19 support
funding

*before depreciation,
investment revaluations
and actuarial gains
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As we entered 'lockdown' in March 2020 we closed our
buildings to the public and many of our staff began working
from home whilst others were furloughed. Along with the rest
of fhe world, our staff and Board of Trustees began meeting
online.

As restrictions eased in July

we reopened the Shetland
Museum and Archives to the
public. We remained open until
Christmas with a new booking
system in place; however, we
had to close again as cases
began to rise, reopening in
March. We also opened our
visitor centre at Sumburgh Head
for a short period during the
summer and then reopened
again for Easter.

DIGITAL
SCHOOL

HUB

We developed a range of online resources for families and
schools and as a result were invited to host our own section on
the GLOW Scotland website, the online resource for
education in Scotland.

We launched an
appeal to help
Shetlanders away from
home during
lockdown. “A Peerie
Hansel fae Hame’, saw
57 parcels being sent to
students stranded far
—a from home on the

M mainland during
lockdown. The appeal
was inspired by a
garment in the
Museum collection.

The New Shetlander is Scotland's
longest-established literary and \
cultural magazine. Over the decades, it = W
has provided a vital outlet for creative |
writing, chronicled many aspects of
Shetland’s history and offered lucid
commentary on the future of the
islands.

Through our grant aid endowment
fund, we were able to offer assistance ~ mueoen
in order to secure its future. e I

L1}

Our team published blogs and
articles on a weekly basis
engaging people with stories
and places in Shetland. Blogs
included Shetland place
names, archaeology, nature,
woodlands, and stories from
our museum and archives. We
also published online quizzes
and activity sheets to engage
people of all ages.
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We have been driving a citizen science
project since 2002 with over sevent
volunteers contributing to surveys o
breeding bird populations. Over the
19 years this volunteer effort is
estimated to be worth over
£150,000 of volunteer time. A
scientific paper based on this work
has now been published and shows
that Shetland'’s breeding wader
populations are either stable or
declining slightly, bucking the national
trend of a marked decline.

SHETLAND EXHIBITION

Fair C

We delivered our first virtual exhibition in partnership with

Orkney and the Western Isles. Fair Game was originally

intended to be a physical exhibition with items from each island

loaned to the others. However, due to the pandemic each

gartnerin museum has had to adapt so that the information can
e shared virtually.

We joined in with #CuratorBattle on
social media which each week
challenged museums to compete

with one another on different themes
sharing stories and photos of objects
from our 'creepiest object’ (a whale's
eyeball lampshade) to our 'best bling'
and much more besides. We reached a
much wider audience online and it gave
us the chance to showcase some of the
more unusual objects in our collection.

In a year dominated by change, we also had to come to terms with the untimely passing of our friend and
colleague David Cooper, fondly known to us as Davy. He was with us for more than 20 years and was at the
very heart of efforts to conserve and nurture Shetland'’s heritage. Both through his job and on a voluntary basis,
he brought his knowledge, experience and passionate commitment to innumerable projects, ranging from
dialect and folklore to project fundraising or the creation of interpretation at historic sites. His insight and
common sense were a huge asset in these efforts, as were his patience and sensitivity.

Davy was a wonderful story-teller, too, delighting young and old with his tales of Vikings or pirates or trows. As
the possessor of what must have been the most impressive dressing-up box in Shetland, he always looked the
part, and so his performances were not only memorable but also magical, especially for bairns. We miss him

very much.
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Shetland Amenity Trust is part-funded by

Shetl?nd | Islands
Charitable Trust k&

Council

<. Shetland
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